
 
March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
As a Coach, one of my favorite quotes was “Adversity doesn’t build Character, It reveals it!”  With that 
being said, I can tell you that I have a staff comprised of All-Stars!  This past week has been a 
challenge.  A challenge we have embraced!  We have been very busy preparing for Distance 
learning.  We have been looking for different ways to advance our curriculum, knowing we will not 
have that face-to-face interaction with our students.  Fortunately, we have not had to start from 
scratch.  E-Learning has prepared us well for this new undertaking.  Below are a few things I want 
you to be aware of: 
 

1. Distance Learning will begin on Monday, March 30th.  
a. We wanted to get the educational materials out early so we are prepared for any 

changes that may occur. 
 

2. Distance Learning will follow the school calendar.  
a. There will be no learning opportunities provided on April 10th or April 13th.  

 
3. Your child’s teacher will be available between the hours of 9:00 am – 12:00 pm and  

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm daily for any questions or help you may need. 
a. Communication may take place through the following:  Email, Seesaw, Schoology, 

Phone 
 

4. Attendance will be based on your child checking in with their teacher daily as well as 
work that may need to be completed. 
 

5. We do not know how long the school closure will last. 
a. All materials your child will need to sustain them through the end of the school year 

have been included in the pickup.  The teachers are aware of this unique situation and 
have adjusted their expectations accordingly.  Our goal is not to cause undue anxiety 
for you or your child.  
 

6. When the school closure ends, all materials that were in your bag should be brought 
back to school. 

 
I am confident that every effort is being made to ensure a seamless transition.  With that being said, 
there may be issues that will need to be worked through as we begin the process.  I want to ask in 
advance for your patience during this time.  I also want to ask for your help.  By working together, we 
have the opportunity to accomplish great things through a very difficult time! 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (218) 354-2300 or email me at 
thenrickson@barnesville.k12.mn.us. 
 
 
Take care and Stay Safe! 
 
 
Todd Henrickson, Elementary Principal 
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